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January 20, 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

 

As you know, we have been working on solidifying a reopening plan for safely returning 

students to school. Part of our plan depends on our community’s efforts to help reduce COVID-

19 spread as we need the metrics to be at certain rates per 100,000 in Skagit County for staff to 

feel safe coming back to their classrooms in person. Knowing this, I would continue to ask for 

your help in taking all the recommended precautions: limit interactions with those outside your 

household, wear a face covering as recommended in certain settings, and practice good hygiene 

with hand washing.  

 

Our current plan has us reopening our school buildings on Feb. 1 for Kindergarten through 

second-grade students, on Feb. 8 for third- and fourth-grade students, and on Feb. 16 for fifth- 

and sixth-grade students, using a two-days-per-week hybrid model for the time being. In order 

for us to bring these students back, the COVID-19 per 100,000 rates need to be 350 or below for 

seven consecutive days.  

 

For our secondary students (middle and high school students), return dates will depend even 

more on COVID-19 metrics. Students in this age group seem to spread the virus at the same rate 

as the adult population, so we are being more cautious in our return dates.  

 

For the middle school, once we see COVID-19 positives fall below 275 per 100,000 residents for 

five consecutive days, we will return to a hybrid model. For the high school, once we see 

positives below 225 per 100,000 residents for five consecutive days, we will return to a hybrid 

model. We know parents want confirmed dates of when students will be back in person, but until 

the rate of infection is reduced, we will not be able to announce specific dates.  

 

Taking this approach will allow the district to return younger students to classrooms. We also 

will continue to bring small groups of students furthest from educational justice back into our 

buildings for in-person support.  

 

To help reduce the number of students in our buildings at any given time, we will split our 

students into Cohort 1 (Mondays/Tuesdays) and Cohort 2 (Thursdays/Fridays). All students will 

learn remotely on Wednesdays. Choosing to have your student(s) attend part-time on campus 

would involve whole days with regular transportation and free meals provided at school.  

Students will be assigned the same in-person days as their siblings. The days students are not on 

campus would be days where students will independently access assignments. Masks and social 

distancing will be required, and all areas will be routinely disinfected. 
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In addition, we will continue to offer a remote-only learning option using the opt-in data 

collected from various family surveys. Families can contact their building principal if they want 

to update this decision. Remote learners should expect to be much more independent than in-

person students. 

 

For those families choosing to participate in the in-person hybrid models, you will be notified of 

your student’s cohort by their building principals. K-2 students should expect to be in the same 

cohort as they were previously assigned. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please email questions@swsdonline.com.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Phil Brockman 

Superintendent 
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